COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 

1943 


Digitized  by  thp  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29920620 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1943 


PRINTED  BY 


CHRISTIE,  MALCOLM,  LTD.,  CHARLOTTE  SQUARE,  NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE 

C4-48/2 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


:o:- 


County  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  John  B.  Tilley,  M.D.,  B.Hy., 

D.P.H. 

County  Bacteriologist  ...  ...  ...  Andrew  T.  Messer,  M.A., 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer  and 

Supervisor  of  Mid  wives  ...  ...  ...  Janet  M.  Jamieson,  M.B., 

Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


County  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Clinical)  . . .  Francis  L.  Moore,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  Wm.  J.  Pierce,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Medical  Superintendent  at  Wooley  Sanator¬ 


ium 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 


Do. 

do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

Resident  Medical  Officer,  Dilston 
Emergency  Maternity  Hospital  ... 

Senior  Dental  Officer 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

9 

County  Health  Inspector 

Chief  Clerk 


Alex.  Scott,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

...  Eliz.  M.  R.  Clarke,  M.B., 
B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Mary  W.  Dewell,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Anna  Reid,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

Edna  T.  Everdell,  M.B.,  B.S., 
B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

...  *John  A.  Smail,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

...  *Grahame  Patton,  L.R.C.P., 

L. R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Hall 

Donald  S.  Greig,  M.D., 

M. R.C.O.G. 

Arnold  E.  Robinson,  L.D.S. 

...  Hannah  Weir,  M.B.E.,  S.R.N. 
S.C.M.,  H.V  Cert.,  R.S.E, 
S.I.,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Cert. 

James  Atkinson,  C.R.S.  Inst., 
M.S.I.A. 

Mr.  E.  T.  I’Anson. 


*  Part-time. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

Year  1943. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County  Council  of 

N  or  th  urn  her  land . 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year, 
1943.  As  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years  during  the  war, 
the  report  is  drawn  up  in  shortened  form  and  gives  a  brief  review 
of  the  conditions  in  the  administrative  County  as  a  whole  together 
with  an  outline  of  the  work  of  the  Council’s  Health  Services 
during  the  year. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Pop  illation. 

The  civil  population  of  the  County  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  declined  still  further.  The  figure  of  390,740  is 
recorded,  compared  with  398,300  in  1942.  The  decline  has  been 
continuous  since  1939,  when  the  estimated  population  reached 
412,240  and  reference  was  made  to  the  causes  of  this  decrease 
in  the  previous  report.  Though  the  estimated  population  de¬ 
creased,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  live  births  outnumbered  the 
deaths  in  the  area  by  almost  exactly  two  thousand. 

Birth  Rate. 

In  the  report  for  1942,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
the  birth  rate  for  the  County  had  increased  each  year  since  1939, 
in  contrast  with  the  steady  fall  recorded  during  the  last  war. 
In  1943  this  rise  in  the  birth  rate  continued  and  reached  a  level 
not  exceeded  since  1928.  The  rate  recorded  was  17.61  births 
per  1,000  population  and,  while  the  decreased  population  on  which 
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this  is  calculated  has  some  appreciable  effect  in  increasing  the  rate., 
the  effective  cause  of  the  rise  was  the  actual  increased  number 
of  births.  In  1943  the  number  of  babies  born  alive  in  the  County 
was  6,884,  compared  with  6,529  the  previous  year,  and  with 
6,066  in  1939,  when  the  lowest  birth  rate,  14.80,  ever  known  in 
the  County  was  recorded.  The  County  birth  rate  for  1943  was 
appreciably  higher  than  the  figure  of  16.5  which  was  recorded 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  birth  rate  in  the  County  declined  during  the  last  war  from 
26.61  in  1914  to  20.39  in  1917,  and  thereafter  the  rate  increased 
for  three  years  until  a  figure  of  28.30  was  reached.  From  that 
time  there  was  a  steady  and  almost  uninterrupted  fall  to  the  low 
level  of  1939.  The  increase  each  year  since  then  is  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  feature  of  the  statistics,  though  it  is  still  impossible  to 
sav  it  this  is  a  lasting  trend. 

General  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1943  totalled  4,886,  an  increase 
of  267  on  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  rose  from  11.59  to 
12.50  per  1,000  but  did  not  reach  the  figure  recorded  in  1941. 
Comparison  with  1939  shows  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  that 
year  was  only  three  less  than  the  number  which  occurred  in  the 
year  under  review,  though  the  rate  of  12.50  for  1943  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  figure  11.84  for  1939.  This  apparent 
deterioration  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  reduction  in  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  County  caused  by  recruitment  to  the  Armed  Forces 
and  the  transfer  of  labour  to  other  areas  has  left  a  community 
with  an  increased  proportion  of  the  higher  age  groups.  The 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.1  and  shows  no  increase 
on  1939. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

The  national  infantile  mortality  rate  lemained  at  the  record  low 
level  of  49  per  1,000  births,  but  a  slight  rise  occurred  in  the  area 
of  the  Administrative  County.  In  1942  the  rate  was  54,  which  was 
the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and  in  1943  an  increase  to  56  took  place. 
Thus  the  County  rate  remained  higher  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that  the  infantile 
mortality7  rate  for  that  part  of  the  County  for  which  the  Council 
is  the  Welfare  Authority  fell  to  48,  and  that  this  was  the  first  year 
in  which  the  figure  had  been  less  than  the  national  rate. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Fewer  women  died  in  child  birth  in  Northumberland  during 
1943  than  in  any  previous  year.  For  the  first  time  on.  record 
the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  less  than  that  for  the  whole 
country. 

In  all,  13  maternal  deaths  were  recorded,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  1.83  per  1,000  births,  live  and  still,  compared  with  2.82 
in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1943 
was  2.29  per  1,000  births.  These  figures  show  that  much  has  been 
done  to  reduce  the  risks  of  child  birth.  Both  recent  advances 
in  chemo-therapy  and  improved  ante-natal  supervision  have 
played  a  part  in  bringing  about  the  reduction.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  in  1932  there  were  46  maternal  deaths  and  that 
the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  6.73,  the  highest  recorded,  the 
low  records  oi  1943  may  be  regared  with  some  satisfaction. 


Principal  Causes  of  Mortality. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  1943 
and  the  figures  for  1942  for  comparison. 


1 

1942. 

1943. 

Disease. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  total 
Deaths. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Percentage 
of  total 
Deaths. 

Heart  Disease 

1,160 

25.11 

1,238 

25.33 

Cancer 

635 

13.74 

686 

14.04 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

571 

12.36 

530 

10.85 

Bronchitis 

239 

5.17 

256 

5.24 

Tuberculosis  ... 

192 

4.17 

252 

5.16 

Pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circul- 

153 

3.33 

201 

4.11 

atory  system 

156 

3.37 

191 

3.91 

Nephritis 

142 

3.07 

169 

3.46 

3,248 

70.32 

3,523 

72.10 

Nearly  three  quarters  of  the  deaths  in  the  County  were  at¬ 
tributed  to  this  group  of  diseases.  Cancer  took  an  increased  toll 
and  caused  a  greater  proportion  of  the  deaths  than  ever  before. 
Reference  was  made  in  the  last  report  to  the  effect  of  the 
increasing  age  oi  the  population  on  the  mortality  from  this 
condition. 
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Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  more  deaths  than  in  the 
previous  year,  though  this  diseases  continued  to  rank  only  fifth 
among  the  main  causes  of  death.  There  has  been  a  great  change 
in  the  proportion  of  the  total  deaths  attributed  to  tuberculosis 
during  the  past  twenty  years.  This  tabulai  comparison  of  the 
principal  causes  of  mortality  was  first  shown  in  the  Report  for 
1923,  and  in  that  year  tuberculosis  ranked  second  in  the  list  and 
was  responsible  for  one  out  of  every  ten  deaths.  While  heart 
disease  has  remained  pre-eminent  as  a  cause  of  death,  and  while 
cancer  has  become  increasingly  prominent,  tuoerculosis  has  stead¬ 
ily  declined  and  has  ranked  fifth  since  1938.  This  was  the  first 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  since 
the  war  started,  though  the  total  still  remained  less  than  that  for 
1939. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Both  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough  were  more  prevalent 
than  in  1942,  while  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever,  measles 
and  diphtheria  decreased.  The  records  for  the  year  may  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year’s  figures,  thus  : — 


1943. 

1942. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  1,080 

1 

764 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

1 

11 

1 

Diphtheria 

517 

28 

600 

30 

Measles 

...  3,132 

6 

4,430 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

...  1,035 

12 

379 

9 

XU 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

(under  2  yrsd 

— 

23 

— 

40 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  under  2  years  was  a  satisfactory  feature  of  these  figures. 
While  some  satisfaction  may  also  be  expressed  at  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  the  slight  reduction  in 
the  number  of  deaths,  these  figures  do  not  yet  show  the  great 
diminution  in  diphtheria  which  we  hope  to  achieve  as  a  result  of 
the  immunisation  campaign.  The  results  achieved  in  America 
and  Canada,  are  well  known  and  there  is  evidence  in  other  parts 
of  this  country  of  a  considerable  fall  in  the  incidence  and  rriort- 
altiy  from  the  disease  following  the  immunisation  drive,  but  in 
Northumberland  this  effect  must  still  be  awaited. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  campaign  for  the  protection  of  children  against  diph¬ 
theria  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  satisfactory  results 
were  recorded,  though  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  In  the  area  of  the  County  Welfare 
Authority  3,350  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  were  protected 
and  2,539  pre-school  children  were  immunised  in  the  areas  of  the 
autonomous  Authorities,  making  a  total  of  5,889  completed  im¬ 
munisations.  In  addition,  3,950  school  children  completed  the 
course,  giving  a  total  number  of  9,839  children  for  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  48,762  school  children  were  known 
to  have  been  protected  out  of  a  school  population  of  55,246  in 
the  whole  County.  In  the  schools  of  the  County  Education 
Committee  10,306  children  were  examined  at  routine  inspections 
and  82.7%  of  this  number  were  found  to  be  immunised.  These 
figures  give  some  grounds  for  satisfaction,  but  there  remains  an 
appreciable  residue  which  should  be  immunised  before  the  best 
results  can  be  obtained  from  the  campaign.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  in  one  large  Urban  District  where  more  than  92%  of  the  total 
child  population  was  immunised  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
decreased  markedly  during  the  year,  and  there  was  not  a  single 
death  from  the  disease. 

Hospital  Treatment. 

While  the  continuation  of  hostilities  prevented  the  Council 
making  any  progress  towards  increasing  the  hospital  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  County7,  the  existing  arrangements  with  Newcastle 
Corporation  were  maintained  and  261  County  patients  were  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  hospitals  of  that  Autnority.  This  number  has  steadily 
increased  from  63  in  1940,  despite  the  fact  that  the  hospitals 
have  had  to  make  provision  for  casualties  and  for  service  patients. 
The  majority  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital,  but  a  number  were  treated  in  the  Thoracic 
Surgery  Centre  at  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital.  Many 
patients  suffering  from  cancer  were  also  treated  at  Shotley 
Bridge. 

The  work  of  Hexham  Emergency  Hospital  increased  during 
the  year.  The  Hospital  is  an  Orthopaedic  Centre  under  the  Emer¬ 
gency  Hospital  Services,  but  an  appreciable  amount  of  general 
surgical  treatment  is  also  carried  out.  The  admissions  to  the 
Hospital  in  1943  totalled  2,261 ,  of  which  596  were  civilian  patients. 
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The  number  of  operations  performed  was  1,029,  while  4,078 
X-ray  examinations  and  9,709  massage  treatments  were  carried 
out.  The  majority  of  the  civilian  patients  were  transferred  to 
the  Hospital  from  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  and  a  number  of 
Countv  patients  were  included  in  the  total. 

Treatment  of  Cancer. 

The  Cancer  Act,  1939,  placed  upon  the  Council  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  ensuring  that  adequate  facilities  for  the  treatment 
of  cancer  were  provided  in  its  area.  The  outbreak  of  war  made  it 
necessary  to  postpone  the  date  for  the  submission  of  the  scheme 
ror  the  County  which  the  Act  requires,  but  the  Ministry  of  Health 
urged  Authorities  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  schemes  as 
quickly  as  possible.  During  1943  much  consideration  was  given 
to  this  matter  and  a  series  of  conferences  of  local  authorities 
and  voluntary  hospitals  was  held.  The  conferences  had  under 
discussion  suggestions  for  co-ordinating  and  advancing  the  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  in  the  North  of  England,  and 
progress  was  made  with  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  the  form¬ 
ation  of  a  Joint  Cancer  Committee. 

The  proposed  constituent  authorices  of  the  Joint  Committee 
were  the  County  Councils  of  Cumberland,  Durham  and  Northum¬ 
berland,  together  with  the  Council  of  the  County  Boroughs  of 
Carlisle,  Darlington,  Gateshead,  Middlesbrough,  Newcastle, 
Sunderland,  South  Shields,  West  Hartlepool  and  Tynemouth. 
These  authorities  would  delegate  their  functions  under  the  Cancel 
Act  to  the  Joint  Committee  which  would  establish  an  organisation 
for  the  treatment  oi  cancer  throughout  the  area  by  arrangement 
with  both  the  voluntary  and  municipals  hospital.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  no  finality  had  been  reached  and  details  of  the  agreed 
scheme  will  be  given  in  the  next  Report. 

County  Laboratory. 

More  work  was  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  during 
the  year  than  ever  before.  The  County  Bacteriologist  reported 
on  32,163  specimens,  6,050  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
There  was  a  very  laige  increase  in  the  numbei  of  specimens 
submitted  for  investigation  in  connection  with  venereal  disease, 
a  total  of  17,875  being  reached.  Included  in  this  total  were 
5,472  specimens  submitted  by  the  Newcastle  Health  Department, 
and  2,544  from  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  connection  with  the  experi- 
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mental  scheme  described  later  in  the  report.  There  were  fewer 
examinations  for  diphtheria  bacilli,  but  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  swabs  examined  for  haemolytic  streptococci  and  in  samples 
of  milk  for  tuberculosis.  A  summary  of  the  working  of  the  Lab¬ 
oratory  is  given  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

The  large  number  of  specimens  examined  makes  comparison 
with  earlier  5/ ears  of  interest.  The  Laboratory  was  established 
in  1927,  and  in  1928,  in  the  course  of  its  first  full  year’s  work  3,1 13 
specimens  were  examined.  The  work  has  grown  steadily  each  year. 
The  records  show  that  ten  years  ago,  in  1933  the  Laboratory  made 
6,811  examinations,  and  the  present  figures  indicate  that  by 
1943  the  volume  of  work  had  increased  almost  fivefold.  The  re¬ 
markable  growth  of  this  work  is  itself  proof  of  the  value  of  this 
Bacterology  Service  to  the  area. 

Tuberculosis  Service. 

In  1942  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the 
county.  This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  did  not  continue  in  1943 
for  the  number  of  deaths  increased  by  60  to  252  and  the  death  rate 
from  4.17  to  5.16  per  1,000.  The  deaths  from  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  rose  from  156  to  202,  and  the  non-respiratory  forms  of  the 
disease  caused  50  deaths  against  36  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  also 
showed  a  marked  increase.  Notifications  of  respiratory  tubercul¬ 
osis  rose  from  298  to  458,  while  the  non-respiratory  cases  increased 
from  116  to  125,  the  total  reaching  583  against  414  in  1942. 
This  was  the  greatest  number  of  notifications  received  in  any  year 
since  1934.  Thus,  while  the  story  of  tuberculosis  in  the  County 
since  the  outbreak  of  war  had  not  been  unsatisfactory  for  the  first 
three  years,  this  review  of  the  position  in  1943  reveals  that  there 
are  no  grounds  for  complacency. 

More  use  was  made  of  the  Dispensaries  than  evei  before. 
The  attendances  of  patients  and  contacts  rose  to  5,489  compared 
with  3,167  in  1942.  The  total  of  1,341  new  patients  examined 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  was  the  largest  ever  recorded.  More 
patients  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  than  in  the 
previous  yeai,  but  the  great  increase  was  in  the  number  of  patients 
presenting  themselves  for  examination  who  proved  to  be  non- 
tuberculous.  No  fewer  than  913  such  patients  were  examined. 
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The  work  of  the  Dispensaries  in  excluding  tuberculosis  and  advising 
on  other  conditions  which  ma^  be  found  is  of  great  value  and 
this  increased  use  of  the  service  for  diagnostic  purposes  is  a  matter 
for  some  satisfaction. 

A  comparison  of  new  cases  and  contacts  with  the  previous 
year’s  figures  is  shown  below  : — 


New  Cases. 


Definitely  tuberculous 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1943 

329 

1942 

247 

Diagnosis  not  completed 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

99 

68 

Non-tuberculous 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

913 

565 

Total  ... 

1,341 

880 

Contacts. 

Definitely  tuberculous 

•  •  •  »  «  * 

37 

22 

Diagnosis  not  completed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

26 

20 

Non-tuberculous 

... 

383 

125 

Total  ... 

446 

167 

The  arrangement  with  Wallsend  Hospital  for  X-ray  examin¬ 
ations  came  into  full  operation  and  631  examinations  were  carried 
out.  The  total  number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  for  the 
Dispensary  Service  was  2,199  and  was  the  largest  number  ever 
recorded  b\  the  Dispensaries  in  a  single  year.  It  was  more  than 
twice  the  total  for  1942  when  965  examinations  were  made. 

Wooley  Sanatorium. 

Admissions  of  patients  to  Wooley  Sanatorium  increased  b^ 
70  and  285  patients  were  treated  during  the  year.  Thoracic 
surgery  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  tratment  of 
patients  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Mason  performed  48  operations,  an  increase 
of  8  on  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  volume  of  work  in  the 
Sanatorium  was  fully  maintained  and  51  inductions  of  artificial 
pneumothorax  were  carried  out,  while  1,169  X-ray  examinations 
took  place. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  important  decision  was  taken 
in  connection  with  the  provision  of  additional  facilities  for  the 
patients  in  the  Sanatorium.  Consideration  of  the  methods  of 
treatment  revealed  that  there  was  a  need  for  some  form  of  occupa- 


11 


tional  therapy.  It  is  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  psychological 
well-being  of  the  patient  undergoing  a  long  period  of  treatment 
under  sanatorium  conditions  it  some  occupation  can  be  provided 
for  him,  and  such  occupation  should  form  a  definite  part  of 
treatment.  A  proposal  for  an  adequate  scheme  of  occupational 
therapy  was  accepted  and  a  qualified  instructor  was  appointed, 
but  the  scheme  could  not  come  into  full  operation  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  records  of  the  other  hospitals  show  that  while  fewer 
children  received  Sanatorium  treatment  than  in  the  previous  year, 
there  were  more  adult  patients  admitted  to  Preston  Hospital 
than  in  1942,  the  admissions  totalling  91  compared  with  73  the 
previous  year. 

An  addition  to  the  accommodation  available  for  the  treatment 
of  adult  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Emergency  Medical  Services.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  sanctioned  the  admission  of  a  number  of  such  cases  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Centre  at  Hexham  Emergency  Hospital.  Though 
only  three  patients  were  admitted  before  the  end  of  the  year  the 
provision  of  these  beds  was  of  considerable  value,  and  the  number 
of  patients  was  increased  in  the  ensuing  year. 


M aintenance  A llowances . 

(1) — The  introduction  of  the  Government’s  scheme  of  main¬ 
tenance  allowances  was  the  most  notable  feature  of  the  year  and 
marked  a  great  advance  in  national  policy  in  respect  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  The  object  of  the 
scheme  was  to  provide  adequate  maintenance  for  persons  under¬ 
going  treatment  and  for  their  dependants.  The  allowances  were 
primarily  intended  for  gainfully  employed  persons  with  depend¬ 
ants  whose  source  of  income  ceased  when  treatment  was  under¬ 
taken,  buc  allowances  were  also  payable  to  people  without  de¬ 
pendants  undertaking  approved  treatment  at  home  if  their  source 
ot  income  necessarily  ceased. 

As  the  financial  assistance  given  to  the  tuberculous  person 
was  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  approved  treatment,  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  scheme  was  associated  closely  with  the  Tubercul¬ 
osis  Service,  and  the  approval  of  treatment  was  vested  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  persuade  the  patient  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  to  undertake  early  treatment  and  the  scheme  of 
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allowances  which  ensures  that  financial  assistance  is  available  for 
the  patient  and  his  family  when  he  gives  up  work  to  undergo  treat¬ 
ment  should  make  it  easier  for  the  tuberculous  person  to  commence 
treatment  at  an  early  stage.  The  Government  stated  that  the 
justification  for  the  expenditure  was  the  expectation  that  such 
persons  undertaking  early  treatment  instead  of  continuing  to 
work  at  the  risk  of  breakdown,  would  have  an  increased  prospect 
of  restoration  to  health  and  return  to  normal  working  capacity. 
It  was  made  clear  that  the  purpose  of  the  allowances  could  not  be 
met  where  treatment  could  do  no  more  than  alleviate  a  chronic 
condition.  This  restriction  of  the  application  of  maintenance 
allowances  caused  considerable  difficulty,  but  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  later  legislation  will  establish  conditions  under  which  these 
difficulties  will  not  arise. 

The  scheme  was  put  into  operation  in  the  County  on  1st  July. 
In  all,  215  persons  received  allowances  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  and  the  sum  of  £4,969  was  expended.  Two  persons 
received  Special  Payments  under  the  scheme  and  in  one  case  a 
Discretionary  Allowance  was  paid. 

Dental  Service. 

The  growth  of  the  work  of  the  dental  service  calls  for  some 
comment.  The  co-ordinated  scheme  is  made  possible  by  the 
services  of  the  Assistant  School  Dental  Officers  being  made  avail¬ 
able  for  the  treatment  of  mothers  and  pre-school  chikhen,  blind 
persons,  mentally  defective  persons,  Public  Assistance  patients 
and  patients  in  Sanatorium.  Five  of  these  dentists  are  serving 
with  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  the 
best  possible  arrangements  to  meet  this  position  by  the  appointment 
of  temporary  and  part-time  staff.  In  view  of  these  considerable 
difficulties,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  satisfaction  that  the  wrork  has 
been  maintained  at  a  high  standard  and  has  increased  in  volume. 

The  total  attendances  of  patients  in  the  groups  mentioned 
rose  to  4,442  against  3,237  in  1942.  The  number  of  dentures 
supplied  increased  to  756  compared  with  480  in  the  previous  year, 
and  the  number  of  general  anaesthetics  shewed  some  35%  increase. 
Reference  was  first  made  to  the  Dental  Service  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1933,  when  263  attendances  were  recorded.  The  very 
considerable  expansion  of  this  work  during  the  past  ten  years  is 
some  indication  of  the  need  for  such  a  service,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  a  further  extension  of  the  scheme  is  desirable. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  county  patients  attending  the 
Joint  Committee’s  Clinic  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
which  was  noted  in  1942  was  continued  in  1943.  A  total  of  932 
individuals  received  treatment  for  the  first  time  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  175  on  the  previous  year.  It  is  of  considerable 
interest,  however,  that  there  was  actually  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  patients  suffering  from  syphilis  and  only  a  small  increase 
of  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  patients  was  accounted  for  by  patients  seeking 
treatment  and  advice  who  proved  to  be  suffering  from  non-vene- 
real  conditions.  No  fewer  than  563  of  the  new  patients  in  1943 
fell  into  this  latter  class.  Among  the  patients  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  there  was  a  decrease  in  early  infective  syphilis. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  treatment  of  county  patients 
at  the  Clinic  at  Preston  Hospital,  Tynemouth,  though  much  smal¬ 
ler,  shewed  changes  corresponding  closely  to  the  records  for  the 
Joint  Committee’s  Clinic. 

The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  vene¬ 
real  diseases  by  recognised  general  practitioners  under  Circular 
2226  continued  in  operation  though  comparatively  few  patients 
made  use  of  the  seivice.  The  total  number  of  individuals  seen 
by  rhese  doctors  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  was  76,  but 
only  41  of  these  were  new  cases,  the  remaining  35  had  previously 
received  treatment  elsewhere.  The  scheme  has  not  so  far  made 
a  large  contribution  to  rhe  treatment  of  venereal  disea.se  in  the 
County. 

Contact  Tracing. 

An  element  of  compulsion  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  disease 
was  introduced  into  Great  Britain  for  the  first  rime  by  the  issue 
of  the  Venereal  Disease  Rules  under  Regulation  33b  of  the  Defence 
General  Regulations,  1939.  The  effect  of  the  regulation  was  to 
make  it  an  offence  for  any  person  who  had  been  indicated  by  two 
or  more  separate  patients  to  be  the  source  of  their  infection  to 
retuse  to  undergo  medical  examination,  and,  if  necessary,  treat¬ 
ment  by  a  specialist  in  venereal  diseases  after  being  required  so 
to  do  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  County  or  County 
Borough.  The  duty  was  thus  placed  on  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  keeping  records  of  information  regarding  supposed 
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sources  of  infection  notified  to  him  by  specialist  practitioners 
from  information  given  by  patients  and  of  serving  notice  on  any 
person  named  in  two  notifications.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take 
such  action  with  any  person  in  the  County,  but  rhe  Regulation 
served  particularly  to  direct  attention  to  the  tracing  of  contacts 
and  interest  in  informal  action  in  this  connection  was  renewed. 

The  Joint  Committee  for  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  in 
Newcastle  gave  consideration  to  the  many  sociological  aspects  of 
these  conditions  and  a  six  months  experimental  scheme  was  pre¬ 
pared  aimed  at  the  reduction  of  venereal  disease  in  Northumber¬ 
land,  Durham,  and  Tyneside.  The  County  Boroughs  of  South 
Shields  and  Tynemouth  joined  with  the  constituent  Authorities 
of  the  Committee  for  the  purposes  of  the  scheme.  The  Ministry 
of  Health  approved  the  scheme  and  agreed  to  bear  75%  of  the  cost. 

Tne  scheme  was  divided  broadly  into  three  parts,  firstly 
educational  measures,  secondly  the  examination  of  the  blood  of 
expectant  mochers  and  lastly  the  tracing  of  contacts. 

In  order  to  implement  the  first,  part,  the  Authorities  undertook 
to  intensify  their  propaganda  efforts  in  their  own  districts,  and  a 
series  of  special  conferences  was  arranged  in  various  parts  of  the 
aiea.  The  purpose  of  the  conferences  was  to  give  information 
about  the  existing  position  of  venereal  disease  in  the  country 
and  in  this  area  in  particular,  to  explain  the  details  of  the  experi¬ 
mental  scheme  and  to  discuss  the  social  implications  ot  these  dis¬ 
eases.  The  conferences  were  arranged  to  embrace  the  Health 
Committees,  the  clergy,  teachers,  the  medical  profession,  welfare 
workers,  nurses,  and  midwives. 

The  routine  serological  testing  of  the  blood  ot  expectant 
mothers  was  introduced  in  the  aieas  of  all  the  Authorities  in  the 
scheme  and  met  with  a  most  satisfactory  response.  This  work 
involved  the  examination  of  a  very  large  number  of  specimens 
and  special  arrangements  were  made  both  by  the  County  Lab¬ 
oratory  and  the  University  Laboratory  at  King’s  College. 

The  scheme  for  contact  tracing  involved  the  provision  of 
additional  almoning  services  at  the  Clinics,  the  formation  of  a 
pool  of  Health  Visitors  to  carry  our  the  work  in  the  field  and  the 
appointment  of  an  experienced  liaison  officer.  Miss  H.  M.  Johns, 
the  Director  of  Personal  Services  of  theTyneside  Council  of  Social 
Service,  was  seconded  by  that  Council  to  this  post.  Selected 
Health  Visitors,  including  one  from  the  staff  of  this  Department 
weie  sent  for  training  in  the  methods  of  contact  tracing  used 
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by  the  United  States  Army  in  this  country,  methods  based  on 
experience  in  various  State*  in  America.  This  training  proved 
to  be  of  very  great  value. 

It  was  agreed  that  contact  tracing  work  in  Tynemouth  should 
be  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s  Health  Visitors.  It  was 
necessary  ro  engage  an  additional  temporary  Health  Visitor, 
and  the  cost  of  this  provision  was  charged  against  the  scheme. 

Ultimately  the  scheme  was  extended  for  a  second  period  of 
six  months  and  reference  must  be  made  at  a  later  date  to  the 
results  of  the  complete  investigation.  It  may  be  stated,  however, 
that  even  in  the  early  stages  of  the  experiment  the  efforts  at  con¬ 
tact  tracing  met  with  appreciable  success. 

Propaganda. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  Report  to  the  propaganda 
directed  towards  the  reduction  of  venereal  diseases  which  was 
undertaken  in  the  County.  There  was  a  considerable  increase 
in  this  work  in  1943,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Scheme.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  to  carry  out  the  work  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Council  and  32  lectures  and  film  shows  were  given 
during  the  year.  One  very  large  public  meeting  in  Wallsend 
was  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Department  of 
that  Borough.  This  propaganda,  which  was  spread  widely 
over  the  County,  served  to  reinforce  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
national  pi  ess  advertising  campaign  which  was  conducted  through¬ 
out  the  year. 


Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 

Continued  progress  wa*  recorded  in  the  work  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Service  in  the  County.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  the  fact  that  the  maternal  mortality  rate  fell  to  the  new 
low  level  of  1.83  per  1,000  births,  and,  while  the  infantile  mort¬ 
ality  rate  rose  slightly  to  53  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  it  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  note  that  the  rate  for  that  pari  of  the  County  for  which 
the  County  Council  is  the  Welfare  Authority  fell  to  48,  reaching 
a  lower  level  than  that  toi  England  and  Wales  for  the  first  time. 

The  midwifery  services  in  the  County  were  maintained  at 
the  same  level  as  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  war.  There  was  an 
increase  in  both  domiciliary  and  institutional  midwifery.  The 
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increase  in  domiciliary  confinements  was  the  first  recorded  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  Midwives  attended  4,470  patients 
in  their  own  homes  either  as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses, 
an  increase  of  134  on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  patients 
similarly  attended  in  hospital  was  1,180,  thirty-three  more  than 
in  1942. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  in  connection  with  mid¬ 
wifery  was  the  opening  by  the  County  Council  of  a  new  maternity 
home.  It  had  been  apparent  for  some  time  that  hospital  accom¬ 
modation  for  maternity  cases  was  taxed  to  its  limit,  and  consider¬ 
ation  was  given  to  the  provision  of  additional  beds  for  this  purpose. 
Tt  was  decided  that  the  hospital  of  the  Council's  new  Public 
Assistance  Institution,  The  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  should  be 
adapted  as  a  maternity  home  on  ics  release  by  the  military  author¬ 
ities.  The  necessary  minoi  structural  alterations  were  carried  out 
and  a  maternity  unit  of  20  beds  established. 

The  accommodation  was  intended  for  normal  confinements, 
abnoimal  cases  being  referred  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Hospital,  but  the  unit  was  fully  equipped  so  as  to  enable  any  emer¬ 
gency  to  be  met.  It  was  decided  to  appoint  a  Resident  Medical 
Officer  who  would  also  undertake  duties  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  Ante-Natal  Clinic*  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Professor 
Farquhar  Murray  and  Dr.  Hunter  agreed  to  act  as  visiting 
obstetricians,  by  which  means  a  valuable  link  with  the  Princess 
Mary  Hospital  w^as  established. 

The  management  of  this  new  institution  was  vested  in  a  sub¬ 
committee,  consisting  of  members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  and  the  Thomas  Taylor  Homes  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee.  The  unit  was  named  The  Mona  Taylor  Maternity  Home  and 
wras  opened  by  Viscountess  Ridley  on  17th  Deecmber,  1943.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  unit  would  prove  to  be  a  useful  addition  to  the 
maternity  accommodation  in  the  area,  and  it  is  possible  at  the  time 
of  writing  to  state  that  the  Home  has  functioned  most  satis¬ 
factorily. 

The  administrative  procedure  by  which  the  admission  of 
maternity  patients  to  Preston  Hospital,  Tynemouth,  was  a  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  was  reviewed 
during  the  year.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
gave  detailed  consideration  to  this  matter  and  decided  to  accept 
financial  responsibility  for  all  maternity  patients  admitted  to 


the  Hospital  from  the  area  under  their  control.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  the  recovery  of  maintenance  costs  in  accordance 
with  an  approved  scale. 

The  expansion  of  the  work  of  the  Council’s  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the 
last  Report  continued  during  the  year.  The  records  shewr  that 
no  major  addition  was  made  to  the  service,  but  that  the  existing 
facilities  were  expanded  and  improved  with  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  use  made  of  them  by  the  mothers  and  babies  of 
the  County. 

Two  new  Child  Welfare  Centres  were  established  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  sessions  increased  at  several  existing  Centres.  Special 
Toddlers’  Clinics  were  begun  at  three  Centres  and  three  new 
points  established  for  the  distribution  of  vitamins  on  behalf  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 

In  1938  the  last  complete  year  before  the  outbreak  of  war, 
some  57,900  attendances  of  babies  weie  recorded  at  the  Welfare 
Centres.  In  the  fourth  complete  year  of  the  wrar  more  than 
71,000  attendances  were  made,  an  increase  of  approximately 
24%.  This  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  the  Clinics  by  Mothers 
and  babies  is  shewn  in  the  table  below7  : — 


Total 

Total 

Sessions 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Year, 

held. 

of  Mothers. 

of  Babies. 

1940 

2,276 

61,448 

60,822 

1941 

2,564 

69,099 

63,602 

1942 

2,768 

75,854 

65,791 

1943 

2,784 

80,586 

71,832 

-  The  record  of  attendances  at  the  Council’s  Ante- 

-Natal  Clinics 

shewed  an  increase  comparable  with  the  Welfare  Centres.  No 
new7  Clinics  were  opened,  but  a  greater  number  of  sessions  were 
held.  The  comparison  with  previous  years  is  of  interest,  and 
shews  a  very  great  expansion  of  the  service  in  the  last  four  years: — 


Year. 

Number  of 
expectant  mothers 

Total 

attending  Clinics. 

Attendances 

1940 

907 

2,595 

1941 

1,347 

4,329 

1942 

1,580 

6,093 

1943 

1,985 

6,473 
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Reference  was  made  in  the  last  Report  to  the  need  for  better 
premises  for  the  Clinics,  and  steps  were  taken  to  provide  better 
quarters  for  the  work  in  Amble.  Emphasis  may  again,  however, 
be  placed  on  the  necessity  for  building  adequate  Clinics  as  quickly 
as  ever  possible  when  this  is  again  permitted.  The  value  of 
providing  the  best  possible  premises  for  this  work  will  be  widely 
accepted. 

The  work  which  the  Health  Department  carried  out  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health  was  further  extended  by  the  opening  of  the  war¬ 
time  day  nursery  at  Barndale  House,  Alnwick,  and  the  completion 
of  the  adaptation  of  part  of  Tillmouth  Park  as  a  residential  nursery 
unit.  The  provision  of  this  nursery  accommodation  opens  a  new 
field  in  Northumberland,  and,  though  the  existing  units  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  purely  a  war-time  measure,  the  question  on  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  some  part  of  the  work  after  the  war  will  need  further 
consideration. 

A  considerable  addition  to  the  Health  Department’s  work 
arose  during  the  year  through  an  arrangement  with  the  Blyth 
Borough  Council.  The  Blyth  Authority  had  under  consideration 
the  absence  of  adequate  ante-natal  facilities  in  its  area,  and  sought 
an  arrangement  whereby  these  could  be  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  A  scheme  was  prepared  and  satisfactory  Ante-natal 
Clinics  were  established,  staffed  by  medical  officers  of  the  County 
Health  Department,  the  cost  being  met  by  the  Blyth  Council 
The  large  attendances  at  the  Clinics  were  evidence  of  the  need 
which  had  been  met. 

Dilston  Hall  Emergency  Maternity  Home. 

The  volume  of  work  at  Dilston  Hall  expanded  still  further 
in  1943,  and  1,212  patients  were  admitted,  an  increase  of  257 
on  the  previous  year.  A  total  of  1,171  babies  were  born,  twin 
deliveries  occurring  in  10  cases.  The  still  birth  rate  declined 
slightly  to  1.5%,  and  the  neo-natal  death  rate  fell  to  1.1%,  less 
than  half  of  the  previous  year’s  record. 

The  increase  in  the  work  was  made  possible  by  the  use  of 
Newton  Hall  Ante-Natal  Hostel  throughout  the  year. Some  60% 
of  the  deliveries  were  first  babies,  an  important  factor  in  causing 
a  fairly  high  rate  of  abnormalities  and  operative  deliveries. 

Fourteen  cases  of  notifiable  pyrexia  occurred,  a  rate  of  1.2% 
which  is  higher  than  the  very  low  figure  for  the  previous  year. 
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All  the  cases  made  satisfactory  recoveries.  There  were  60  forceps 
deliveries  and  28  operations  for  Caesarian  Section,  all  the  mothers 
making  good  recoveries.  Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year. 

The  Resident  Medical  Officer’s  use  of  local  and  spinal  anaes¬ 
thesia  in  place  of  the  administration  of  general  anaesthetics  is 
of  considerable  interest. 


1943 

1942 

1941 

General  Anaesthetics  . 

56 

103 

132 

Local  Anaesthetics 

87 

44 

27 

Spinal  Anaesthetics 

12 

10 

1 

There  is  evidence  that  the  excellent  condition  of  the  babies 
at  birth  makes  this  the  method  of  choice  in  very  many  cases. 

Blind  Welfare. 

Three  events  call  for  special  comment  in  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  for  the  year,  the  first  being 
connected  with  financial  assistance.  The  basic  rates  of  financial 
assistance  to  the  blind  had  being  increased  by  25%  earlier  in  the 
war.  During  the  year  this  increase  was  revised  to  30%,  and  later 
the  regulations  were  amended  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Pensions  and  Determination  of  Needs  Act,  1943.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  305  blind  people  were  receiving  domiciliary  assistance. 

The  second  change  was  in  connection  with  institutional 
treatment.  A  number  of  blind  persons  were  known  to  be  in  Public 
Assistance  Institutions  and  Hospitals  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
Blind  Persons  Act  Committee  should  take  over  financial  respons¬ 
ibility  for  these  individuals.  Some  consideration  was  also  given 
to  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  the  Blind  in  the  Countv. 

The  formation  of  a  Social  Club  for  the  Blind  in  Wallsend 
marked  a  new  departure  in  blind  welfare  work  in  the  area.  Week¬ 
ly  meetings  of  the  Club  were  arranged  and  this  innovation  met 
with  great  success. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the 
Department,  102  persons  being  examined  by  the  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon.  Of  these,  53  were  certified  to  be  blind,  as  against  65 
such  certifications  in  1942.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
registered  blind  persons  was  reduced  to  516,  though  financial 
assistance  was  being  given  to  a  greater  number  of  individuals 
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than  before,  305  such  persons  being  in  receipt  of  assistance  com¬ 
pared  with  283  in  the  previous  year. 

Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 

The  Casualty  Services  were  maintained  in  a  constant  state 
of  preparedness  during  the  year.  Various  schemes  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  accommodation  and  amenities  at  Depots  and  Posts  were 
carried  out. 

Incidents  were  on  a  much  reduced  scale  in  1943,  though  when 
the  personnel  of  the  First  Aid  and  Ambulance  Services  were  called 
into  action  they  carried  out  their  duties  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner.  Damage  and  casualties  sustained  in  a  North  East 
Coast  town,  consequent  upon  enemy  action,  provided  opportunity 
for  rescue  Patties  from  the  County  Civil  Defence  Services  to 
render  valuable  and  much  appreciated  after-raid  assistance  over 
a  period  of  a  fortnight. 

Reductions  in  paid  personnel  in  order  to  contribute  to  the 
general  war  effort  have  continued  ;  the  paid  establishment  of  the 
36  First  Aid  Posts  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  97  against  125  the 
previous  year;  in  the  Ambulance  Service  reduction  from  112  to 
79  was  effected. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  Rescue  and  First  Aid  Parties  under 
the  title  “  Civil  Defence  Rescue  Service  ”  took  place  during  the 
year  and  the  First  Aid  Parties  ceased  to  be  a  separate  part  of  the 
Casualty  Services.  Allocation  of  unit  establishment  to  each 
district  has  been  authorised  on  the  basis  of  7  to  each  party,  making 
a  total  unit  establishment  oi  854,  or  122  Parties  for  the  County. 

General  experience  in  heavily  bombed  areas  having  shewn 
that  it  was  of  considerable  advantage  that  a  Medical  Officer  should 
proceed  to  major  incidents  to  help  wiih  immediate  treatment 
on  the  spot  and  advise  on  the  removal  of  casualties,  appointments 
of  Incident  Medical  Officers  were  made  to  areas  throughout  the 
County. 

Increased  provision  was  made  for  First  Aid  and  Ga^> 
Cleansing  facilities  in  private  houses  ;  it  was  deemed  desirable 
thai  there  should  be  an  extension  of  such  unofficial  arrangements 
in  every  possible  district. 

As  the  Wallsend  authority  desired  the  use  of  the  Western 
School  lor  educational  purposes,  it  was  decided  to  replace  the 
First  Aid  Post  located  there  by  a  Mobile  F'irst  Aid  Uuit. 
The  Mobile  First  Aid  Unit  situated  at  Dinnington  was  transferred 
to  Wallsend  and  Dinnington  was  provided  with  a  Light  Mobile 
First  Aid  Unit. 
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Civil  Nursing  Reserve. 

The  Department  continued  the  work  of  the  Northumberland 
Local  Emergency  Organisation  and  made  arrangements  for 
training  of  candidates  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital  and 
Royal  \  ictoria  Infirmary  as  in  previous  years.  In  1943  additional 
training  courses  were  commenced  at  Hexham  Emergexicy  Hospital 
and,  by  arrangement  with  the  Durham  Local  Emergency  Organ¬ 
isation,  some  canidates  received  their  training  at  the  Durham 
County  Hospitals. 

Members  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  and  the  Matrons  of 
Hexham  Emergency  Hospital  and  Berwick  Infirmary  continued 
to  interview  applicants  and  medical  examinations  were  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  staff  of  the 
Hexham  Emergency  Hospital. 

As  from  1st  April  salaries  payable  to  members  were  brought 
into  line  with  the  Rushcliffe  rates  of  pay. 

The  registered  members  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  numbered 
988  at  the  end  of  1943,  compared  with  1,149  at  the  end  of  1942, 
made  up  as  follows  : — 


1943 

1942 

Trained  Nurses  . 

.  77 

114 

Assistant  Nurses  . 

.  87 

102 

Nursing  Auxiliaries  . 

.  824 

933 

The  reduction  was  due  to  the  withdrawal  from  the  Register 
of  many  ineffective  members. 

Conclusion. 

This  report  reviews  some  aspects  of  the  health  of  the  County, 
and  records  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  Health  Services. 

In  concluding  I  would  again  express  my  indebtedness  to  all 
the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
help  during  the  year,  and  would  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  and  support  which  have  been  constantly  given  to 
me  by  the  Chan  man  and  members  of  the  Committees  responsible 
for  the  Department’s  work. 

I  am,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  B.  TILLEY, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


December,  1944. 
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Table  1. 

Vital  &  Mortality  Statistics. 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  vital  and  mortality 
rates  for  the  years  1892-1943  (inclusive). 


Year. 

Birth 
rate  per 
1,000 
living. 

General 
death  rate 
per  1,000 
living. 

Infant 
mortality 
rate  per 
1,000 
births. 

Zymotic 
death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
living. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 
per  1,000 
living. 

1892  . 

33.25 

18.41 

130.00 

1.42 

1.67 

1893  . 

33.22 

18.50 

160.00 

2.35 

1.67 

1894  . 

31.76 

16.12 

131.73 

1.51 

1.56 

1895  . 

32.59 

18.72 

156.28 

2.29 

1.62 

1896  . 

31.75 

15.87 

136.74 

1.46 

1.43 

1897  . 

31.57 

16.73 

150.66 

1.69 

1.50 

1898  . 

30.88 

17.44 

169.80 

1.99 

1.32 

1899  . 

31.46 

17.71 

173.88 

2.29 

1.27 

1900  . 

31.24 

17.53 

160.31 

1.73 

1.38 

1901  . 

33.22 

18.72 

183.57 

2.80 

1.25 

1902  . 

32.76 

16.63 

126.90 

1.40 

1.25 

1903  . 

32.58 

16.81 

145.43 

1.58 

1.19 

1904  . 

29.42 

17.12 

168.69 

1.99 

1.17 

1905  . 

30.41 

15.01 

133.57 

1.26 

1.02 

1906  . 

29.09 

14.52 

136.28 

1.51 

1.04 

1907  . 

28.25 

13.51 

112.93 

1.03 

1.00 

1908  . 

29.46 

14.82 

146.41 

1.28 

0.95 

1909  . 

28.43 

13.39 

106.99 

1.03 

1.01 

1910  . 

26.91 

12.99 

114.73 

1.01 

0.93 

1911  . 

27.48 

13.96 

136.79 

1.94 

0.98 

1912  . 

27.05 

12.98 

93.80 

1.02 

0.86 

1913  . 

26.43 

13.61 

111.39 

1.28 

0.91 

1914  . 

26.61 

13.31 

113.78 

1.33 

0.91 

1915  . 

24.42 

15.82 

122.00 

2.04 

1.03 

1916  . 

21.91 

13.75 

101.00 

0.84 

1.10 

1917  . 

20.39 

13.60 

10L00 

0.97 

1.06 

1918  . 

21.54 

17.26 

101.00 

1.07 

1.22 

1919  . 

22.14 

14.11 

102.00 

0.92 

0.97 

1920  . 

28.30  ‘ 

12.89 

90.00 

0.76 

0.92 

1921  ... 

25.50 

12.42 

95.00 

1.01 

0.87 

1922  . 

22.54 

12.72 

87.00 

0.41 

0.88 

1923  . 

22.56 

11.33 

76.00 

0.74 

0.85 

1924  . 

22.18 

12.06 

83.00 

0.40 

0.82 

1925  . 

20.88 

11.63 

82.00 

0.67 

0.78 

1926  . 

20.02 

11.37 

77.00 

0.53 

0.73 

1927  . 

17.90 

11.53 

77.00 

0.27 

0.81 

1928  . 

18.37 

11.39 

67.00 

0.28 

0.68 

1929  . . 

16.79 

12.22 

81.00 

0.65 

0.74 

1930  . 

17.13 

11.02 

62.00 

0.23 

0.78 

1931  . 

16.66 

12.24 

77.00 

0.41 

0.75 

1932  . 

15.94 

11.33 

67.00 

0.25 

0.68 

1933  . 

15.42 

11.93 

71.00 

0.31 

0.65 

1934  . 

15.48 

11.78 

69.00 

0.43 

0.60 

1935  . 

15.60 

11.67 

71.00 

0.32 

0.53 

1936  . 

15.26 

12.02 

70.00 

0.30 

0.55 

1937  ... 

15.16 

12.67 

66.00 

0.26 

0.54 

1938  . 

15.00 

11.76 

64.00 

0.31 

0.40 

1939  . 

14.80 

11.84 

55.50 

0.20 

0.52 

1940  . 

15.00 

12.44 

59.00 

0.17 

0.55 

1941  . 

15.07 

12.84 

74.00 

0.25 

0.51 

1942  . 

16.39 

11.59 

54.00 

0.20 

0.39 

1943  . 

17.61 

12.50 

56.00 

0.18 

0.51 
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Table  2. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year 
1943  under  Sec.  17  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Order  1935. 


SANITARY 

DISTRICTS 

Small-pox. 

— 

Enteric  Fever. 

Paratyphoid 

Fever. 

. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

■ 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas.  1 

Measles. 

I 

ci 

•  r*1 

d 

o 

g 

1 

£ 

:  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  j 

j 

Totals 

Boroughs 

Berwick 

4 

33 

8 

3 

l] 

61 

2 

57 

Blyth  . 

— 

— 

123 

90 

98 

13 

80 

82' 

6 

492 

Morpeth  ... 

— 

— 

12 

4 

25 

7 

33 

12' 

— 

93 

Wallsend... 

— 

— 

165 

82 

35 

14 

466 

170 

4 

936 

Urban  Districts 

Alnwick 

— 

— 

22 

_ 

2 

- - 

_ 

- - 

— 

24 

Amble 

— 

— 

6 

5 

1 

— 

14 

1 

— 

27 

Ashington 

— 

— 

153 

54 

19 

3 

438 

32 

3 

702 

Bedlingtonshire 

1 

3 

61 

45 

14 

3 

226 

59 

7 

419 

Gosforth 

1 

— 

57 

90 

9 

130 

42 

2 

336 

Hexham  ... 

— 

— 

17 

7 

3 

2 

116 

18 

— - 

163 

Longbenton 

— 

— 

79 

40 

30 

9 

271 

16 

4 

449 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 

— 

— 

31 

93 

48 

4 

218 

47 

1 

442 

Newburn... 

— - 

— 

49 

97 

104 

2 

97 

25 

— 

374 

Prudhoe  ... 

— 

— 

13 

5 

7 

3 

171 

8 

— 

207 

Seaton  Valley  ... 

— 

— 

69 

35 

38 

2 

108 

12 

3 

267 

Whitley  Bay 

1 

— 

74 

61 

46 

9 

213 

40 

1 

445 

Rural  Districts 

• 

Alnwick 

_ 

_ 

10 

30 

1 

_ 

15 

2 

— - 

58 

Belford  ... 

- - 

— 

16 

106 

4 

1 

42 

13 

• — 

182 

Bellingham 

— 

1 

13 

20 

2 

• — 

42 

8 

— 

86 

Castle  Ward 

• — 

— 

27 

26 

9 

5 

52 

16 

2 

137 

Glendale 

— 

— 

15 

31 

3 

3 

66 

16 

— 

134 

Haltwhistle  . 

— 

— 

4 

2 

3 

1 

62 

2 

— 

74 

Hexham  ... 

— 

— — 

23 

24 

4 

6 

114 

20 

17 

208 

Morpeth  ... 

— • 

1 

30 

11 

6 

— 

76 

5 

2 

131 

Norham  &Islandshires 

— 

— 

3 

27 

2 

— 

4 

2 

1 

39 

Rothbury 

4 

17 

4 

77 

8 

110 

Totals  ... 

3 

5  1080 

1 

1035 

517 

103'  3, 132 

1 

662 

55 

6,592 

rj 


CO 

op 


c n 
>— < 


co 


1-1 

cq 

<; 

C-h 


in 

O 

h-lo 

£> 

o 


-+<> 

cy 


N^i 

<3 

Q 


M 

£> 

H 


5P 

<3 


Co 

*+<. 

CS 

Q 


1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

zfei 

sa^j 
ut  as'eajcoaQ 

1 

1  l  l  1 

Zf6l  "UTS 

S9}U.I 

ui  asuajouj 

CO  00  <M  — < 

t— H  r— <  r~< 

•Suiaij 

000‘00l 
saxey[  q^eaQ 

64 

72 

42 

66 

•sq;uaQ 

<N  O  <N 
*C  ’ — 1  ■'f 

CU  CM  I 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Zt6l  "uis 
sa^ea 
ui  aseaaaaQ 

1111 

‘3fr6I  "uts 
sa^uj 
ui  asea-iauj 

4 

4 

2 

•Suiai]; 

OOO'OOI 
sarB^j  q^eaQ 

CO  rf  cc  ^ 

•sqauaQ 

50 

42 

8 

* 

CD 

o 

3 

g 

© 

n 

3 

H 

o 

ctf 

Sh 

C/3 

0 

PP 

Tt6l  "uis 
saxea 
u  t  aseajaaQ 

' 

3t6l  "uis 
saxui 
ui  asuajouj 

12 

14 

10 

1 

-SUIAI| 

OOO'OOI  isd 
saxu^x  qyeaQ 

*-<  co  » o 

to  to  CO  »o 

•sqxuaa 

CM  00  Tf 

O  C£>  CO 

CM  t-h  1 

% 

Administrative  County 

Urban  Districts 

Rural  Districts 

England  and  Wales  ... 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  rate  in  respect  of  the  whole  Administrative  County  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  1943  was  64  per  100,000  living  persons.  In  1900  the  rate  was  200.  The 
percentage  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1900  was  11.4  against  5.1  in  1943. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1900  was  6,822,  whilst  in  1943  it  was  4,886. 
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Table  4. 

T uberculosis  Notifications. 

Notifications  and  Mortality  at  specified  age  periods  during 
the  year  1943. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

1 

Total 

M. 

F.  |  Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0— 

1  — 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

3 

1  — 

5  6 

11 

13 

11  24 

1 

— 

1 

5 

11 

16 

5 — 

27  23 

50 

32 

20  52 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

7 

15— 

163  14S 

311 

19 

24h  43 

62 

73 

135 

S 

12 

20 

45 — 

53  21 

74 

2 

3  5 

41 

8 

49 

1 

3 

4 

65  and 
upwards 

5  6 

11 

— 

1  1 

7 

8 

15 

- — 

— 

254  204 

458 

66 

59  125 

113 

89 

202 

17 

33 

50 

9  cases  (7  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary)  were  not  notified 
prior  to  death. 
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Table  5. 

Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Dispensaries  during  the  year  1949. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Adults 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

I 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined 
during  the  year  (ex¬ 
cluding  contacts)  : 
(a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 
culous 

144 

126 

6 

4 

11 

12 

15 

11 

155 

138 

21 

15 

329 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

44 

28 

12 

15 

99 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

387 

323 

110 

93 

913 

B.  —  Contacts  examined 
during  the  year  : — • 

(a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 
culous 

7 

12 

7 

7 

1 

3 

7 

12 

8 

10 

37 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

5 

6 

6 

9 

26 

( c )  Non-tuberculous 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

62 

128 

79 

114 

383 

C. — Cases  written  off  the 
Dispensary  Register  as: 
(a)  Recovered 

12 

9 

12 

13 

6 

10 

9 

12 

15 

22 

22 

71 

( b )  Non-tuberculous  (in¬ 
cluding  any  such 
cases  previously  diag¬ 
nosed  and  entered 
on  the  Dispensary 
Register  as  tuber¬ 
culous) 

469 

469 

195 

205 

1338 

D. — Number  of  Cases  on 
Dispensaries’  Register  on 
31st  December  : — - 
(a)  Definitely  tuber¬ 

culous 

467 

368 

101 

97 

34 

50 

79 

80 

501 

418 

180 

177 

1276 

( b )  Diagnosis  not  com¬ 
pleted 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

40 

37 

15 

24 

116 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensaries'  Registers  on  January  1st  ...  1179 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and  cases  returned 

after  discharge  under  Head  3  in  previous  years .  ...  124 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the  tuberculosis  scheme,  and  cases  “lost 

sight  of”  .  163 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  Dead  (all  causes)  ...  ...  126 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  (including  Contacts)  5489 

6.  Number  of  “Recovered”  cases  restored  to  Dispensaries’  Registers 

and  included  in  A  (a)  and  A  (b)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7.  Number  of  “T.B.  plus”  cases  on  Dispensaries’  Registers  on  31st 

December  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 
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Table  6. 

Residential  T reatment. 
year . 1943. 


Wooley 

Sanatorium 

Preston 

Hospital 

Children’s 

Sanatorium 

Hexham 

Emergency 

Hospital. 

Admissions 

285 

91 

58 

3 

Discharges 

284 

76 

59 

Nil 

Total  number  of  patients  who 
received  treatment  during 
the  year 

455 

108 

126 

3 

Total  number  of  patient  days  . . . 

64,159 

10,375 

23,893 

90 

Number  of  patients  receiving 
treatment  at  end  of  year 

170 

33 

66 

3 

31 


Table  7. 

County  Laboratory. 

The  total  number  of  reports  furnished  on  specimens  submitted  for 
examination  during  1943  was  32,163, 


Analysis  : 

Tuberculosis  examinations . 

Microscopical. 

Sputum 

Others 


2,374 

108 


Biological. 

Sputum  .  40 

Others  .  16 


Diphtheria,  etc. 

Swabs  from  nose,  throat,  etc,,  for  B.  Diphtheria...  ...  6,151 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  ...  ...  1,487 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Enteric  Fever,  Dysentery,  etc. 

Blood  for  agglutination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Faeces  and  urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Meningitis. 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Post  nasal  swab  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  samples  examined. 

Not  otherwise  classified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  369 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Total  specimens  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,875 


Distributed  as  follows  : — 

On  behalf  of  Joint  Committee’s  Clinic...  6,462 

For  hospitals  &  institutions  : — 

County  ...  ...  3,118 

City  of  Newcastle  6,922 

-  10,040 

For  private  practitioners 

County  ...  ...  821 

City  of  Newcastle  ...  552 

-  1,373 

Analysis. 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,320 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,555 

Milk — examination  of  samples. 

For  cleanliness  test  ( Methylene  Blue  &  Plate  Count)  ...  1,680 

Classified  as  follows  : — 

Ordinary  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  994 

Designated  milks  ...  ...  ...  ...  686 


For  B.  Tuberculosis 
Water — samples  examined 


1,325 

271 
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Table  8. 

Milk  ^Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1941. 


Licences  issued  during 

the  year  and  number 

of  visits 

inspections  : — 

Licences 

Visits  of 
inspection 
made  to 

issued. 

Farms. 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Certified) 

18)39 

82 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  (Bulk) 

....  21  j 

“  Accredited  ” 

....  165 

319 

There  was  an  increase  of  5  T.T.  licences,  and  a  decrease  of  7 
Accredited  licences  issued  during  the  year. 
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Table  9. 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare. 


Cases  attended  by  Midwives. 


Year 

By  C.N.A.  Mid  wives 

By  County 
Council 
Mid  wives 

In  Institutions. 

In 

Independent 

Practice. 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Total 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Tot. 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Total 

Mid. 

Mat. 

Tot. 

1940 

1,415 

2,637 

4,052 

378 

137 

515 

145 

204 

349 

71 

19 

90 

1941 

1,467 

2,424 

3,891 

385 

136 

521 

243 

463 

706 

18 

3 

21 

1942 

1,528 

2,316 

3,844 

365 

127 

492 

646 

501 

1,147 

22 

22 

44 

1943 

1,526 

2,440 

3,966 

371 

133 

504 

658 

522 

1,180 

13 

15 

28 

Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  by  Inspectors 
of  Midwives  and  Assistants  was  1,227. 


Table  10. 

Number  of  Midwives  employed. 


By 

C.N.A. 

By 

Council 

Private 

Practice 

In  Instituti 

ONS. 

Dilston 

Hall 

Cor- 

bridge 

Stag- 

shaw 

Wall- 

send 

Halt- 

whistle 

203 

6 

. 

10 

13 

7 

5 

5 

4 
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Table  11. 

Maternal  Mortality. 


Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Other  Puerperal 

Total 

Causes. 

Births 

Year 

Total 

Rate  per 

(live 

Rate 

Rate 

Deaths 

1,000 

and 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

Births. 

still). 

Births 

Births 

1934 

15 

2.25 

21 

3.16 

36 

5.42 

T 

6,642 

1935 

9 

1.36 

14 

2.11 

23 

3.47 

6,612 

1936 

10 

1.54 

16 

2.47 

26 

4.01 

6,477 

1937 

6 

0.93 

20 

3.11 

26 

4.04 

6,430 

1938 

4 

0.63 

14 

2.20 

18 

2.83 

6,350 

1939 

3 

0.47 

17 

2.68 

20 

3.15 

6,356 

1940 

8 

1.23 

20 

3.08 

28 

4.31 

6,502 

1941 

8 

1.24 

16 

2.47 

24 

3.71 

6,469 

1942 

7 

1.04 

12 

1.78 

19 

2.82 

6,746 

1943 

5 

0.70 

8 

1.13 

13 

1.83 

7,094 

Table  12. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Year 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

| 

Treatment  at 

1 

Home. 

Hospital. 

1940 

33 

26 

7 

1941 

32 

15 

17 

1942 

22 

12 

10 

1943 

31 

9 

22 

1 

Table  13. 

0 phthalmia  N eonatovum . 


No.  of  births 

Total 

Total 

Nursed 

Total 

attended  bv 

Cases 

Admitted  to 

at 

Recovered . 

Midwives  as  such 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Home. 

2,568 

15 

12 

3  1 5 
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Table  14. 

Notification  and  Registration  of  Births. 


Illegitimate  Births 

Year 

Notified  Births 

Registered  Births 

(included  in 
Registered  Births). 

Live 

Still 

Total 

Live 

Still 

Total 

Live 

Still 

Total 

1943 

4,099 

42 

4,141 

3,648 

98 

3,746 

246 

9 

255 

Table  15. 

Health  Visiting  Service. 

Summary  of  visits  made  by  the  staff  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  purposes  : — 


Y  ear 

Live  Births 
Registered  in 
the 

Administra¬ 
tive  County 

First 

Visits 

to 

Infants 

Revisits  to 
Infants 
under  the 
age  of  1  year 

Visits  to 
Children 
Age  1 — 5 
years 

Ante-natal 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1940 

3,313 

2,429 

17,390 

38,138 

503 

643 

1941 

3,364 

3,261 

18,739 

40,611 

744 

625 

1942 

3,605 

3,191 

18,389 

37,482 

795 

559 

1943 

3,648 

3,495 

21,452 

40,700 

719 

726 

Table  16. 


Ante-natal  Care  of  Mothers. 


Ante-natal  Cases. 

Post-natc 

il  Cases. 

Rural  Ante¬ 
natal  Scheme 

Total  No.  of 
Expectant 
mothers  who 
attended  the 
Centres. 

Total 

attendances 
of  Expectant 
Mothers. 

Total  No.  of 
mothers  who 
attended  the 
Centres 

Total 

attendances 
of  mothers 
at  all 
Centres. 

No. 

of 

Consult¬ 

ations. 

1,985 

6,473 

456 

513 

9 

Service  of  Home  Helps. 


41  cases  were  attended  during  the  year. 


Dental  Services 


36 


'S  2  tn 

°  &  2  .a 

;  5  2  4-> 

ua-ipiTO 

lootps-aij 

05 

CO  1/5 

CD 

05 

X 

04 

X 

o  £  G  u 

sj9q;oj\[ 

CD 

04 

No.  of 
Dent¬ 
ures 
Fitted. 

r— < 

X 

X 

o 

•*r 

Dents.  Re- 

Fitted  pairs 

76  4 

05 

i— < 

X 

'<t 

756  23 

1943 

No.  of 
Fillings  ' 

UQJPITO 

loogos-sJd 

sjsq;oj\[ 

128  15 

1143 

X 

o 

04 

Tt* 

1 

257 

HH 

^  ^ 

Jh  £ 

u^PITO 

[ooqog-9Jj 

4344  469 

4813 

X 

X 

04 

O 

04 

X 

X 

o 

04 

105 

-'t 

04 

rv. 

c  ti  o 

*d2 

SJ9q}OJ^T 

X 

No.  of 
Attend-  . 
ances. 

i 

u9JPIFfO 

IOOliOS-8JfI 

SJ9q}OJ^ 

3054  198 
3252 

459 

221 

X 

-t 

X 

Cn 

4442 

No.  of 
General 
Anaes¬ 
thetics. 

us-ipiRO 

Iooqos-3Jj 

2  37 
49 

04 

05 

1 

o 

X 

sjaq^on 

No.  of 
Dent¬ 
ures 
Fitted 

X 

X 

r— < 

<N 

o* 

X 

Dents.  Re- 
Fitted  pairs 

7  20 

! 

X 

480  20 

04 

^  be 
°  G 

uaippqo 

poqog-gjcj 

. 

109  10 

119 

_ 

X 

05 

o 

X 

1 

233 

0^ 

O 

sjgq^oK 

No.  of 
Extract¬ 
ions. 

ugjpjiqo 

{ooqog-gicj 

sjgq^oH 

4006  433 
4439 

_ _ - _ - _ M 

336 

143 

05 

X 

X 

T 

5052 

No.  of 
Attend¬ 
ances. 

uaiPlRO 

looqos-sJd 

sj9q;oj\[ 

2367  159 
2526 

i— < 

X 

X 

147 

175 

X 

04 

3237 

Sendee. 

nty  and  Child 
fare 

Totals  .... 

:ulosis  Patients 

1 

4->  : 

cj  • 

<15 

O  . 

G  : 
cj 

-M 

cn 

•  H 

C/3 

w 

< 

[ly  Defective 

ents 

C/5 

+-> 

G 

45 

•  i— i 

4-> 

Cj 

Ph 

2 

aJ 

>+-i 

'll 

£ 

TOTAL 

<3  A 

s 

i-. 

v 

-O 

G 

H 

Public 

ienb 

rt  TJ 

g  P< 

T3 

C 

•  fH 
>  »  < 

PQ 

Table  18 

Venereal  Diseases  Regulations. 

Treatment  at  each  of  the  Clinics  at  Newcastle  and  North 
Shields  during  years,  194'2  and  1943. 

Joint  Committee's  Clinic,  Newcastle. 


1942 

1943 

Males 

Fern. 

Tot. 

Males 

Fern. 

J  Tot. 

1 — Under  treatment  or  observ¬ 
ation  at  beginning  of  year 

274 

299 

573 

354 

364 

i  7i8 

2 — Returned  for  treatment  after 
having  ceased  to  attend 
during  any  previous  year  .... 

8 

11 

19 

8 

5 

13 

3 — Dealt  with  for  the  first  time  .... 

411 

346 

757 

522 

410 

932 

4 — Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
for  the  first  time  known  to 
have  received  treatment  at 
other  centres 

71 

19 

90 

71 

25 

96 

5 — Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment 

271 

226 

497 

421 

377 

798 

6 — Ceased  to  attend  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment 

32 

22 

54 

40 

6 

46 

7- — Number  of  cases  which  ceased 
to  attend  after  completion 
of  treatment  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure  ....  *... 

8 

4 

12 

4 

5 

9 

8 — -Transferred  to  other  Centres, 
etc. 

99 

59 

158 

135 

41 

176 

& — Under  treatment  or  observ¬ 
ation  at  end  of  year 

354 

364 

718 

355 

375 

730 

10 — Total  number  of  attendances 

8721 

6672 

15393 

8633 

7693 

16326 

11a— Total  number  of  In-patients 
admitted  for  treatment 
during  the  year 

21 

33 

54 

17 

69 

86 

lib — Aggregate  number  of  In¬ 
patient  days  of  treatment 
given 

295 

190 

485 

468 

467 

935 

12 — -Number  of  cases  of  congenital 
syphilis  (included  in  item  3 
above) 

3 

6 

9 

8 

8 

i 

16 

j 

Preston  Road  Hospital,  North  Shields. 


Year 

Year 

1942 

1943 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the.... 
the  first  time 

30 

38 

Total  number  of  attendances 

948 

T 1 13 

38 


Table  19. 

Blind  Persons  Act. 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  Ike  Register  during  1943. 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  1st  January  1943  ...  324 

Names  added  to  register  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

587 

Names  removed  from  register  during  year  : — 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  50 

Decertified  ...  ...  ...  6 

Removals  ...  ...  ...  15  71 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  register  31st  December,  1943  ...  ...  51(> 


Table  20. 

Mentally  Defective  Cases  Under  Guardianship. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  done  during  the  year 
1943  : — 


Number  of  cases  at  1st  January  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Number  of  New  Cases  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Guardianship,  admitted 

to  Institutions  or  died  during  the  year...  ...  ...  S 

Number  of  Cases  at  31st  December...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  418 


